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Photo Captions

All photos this month were taken at last year’s 
Green Day Event.  Come check it out on April 

28th and see what it’s all about!

Taking care of our natural resources is 
more important than ever – join us for 
the 2nd year of our annual Green Day 
event on Saturday, April 28th, and find 
out how you can get involved: 

Community Tree Planting 
8am-12pm, DDS Parking Lot, 260 Town 
Hall Drive 
We’re looking for volunteers to help 
plant trees along Town Hall Drive! 
If you’re interested in contributing 
your time to a greener, more beautiful 
Morrisville, complete the online interest 
form at www.townofmorrisville.org/
volunteer or call Steve Dickinson at 
919.463.7085. 

Recycle and Shred!
11am-2pm, Town Hall Parking Lot, 100 
Town Hall Drive
Cintas Document Shredding  will be 
on location for residents to bring their 
items to be destroyed, at no charge!  
Also, American Greenz will collect 
electronic items for recycling. The 
Morrisville-based company provides a 
safe way to dispose of used electronics, 
keeping hazardous materials out of the 
waste stream. 

Landscaping Expo and Tree Saplings
10am-2pm, Parks and Rec Admin 
Parking Lot, 240 Town Hall Drive
Visit the booths set up in the parking 
lot of the Parks and Rec Admin building 
to see landscaping demos from local 
landscaping companies, along with 

displays for design ideas, hosted by the 
Community Appearance Committee.  
The Morrisville Environmental and 
Recycling Committee will also be there 
to hand out free tree seedlings.

Police Department Demonstration
10am-2pm, Parks and Rec Admin 
Parking Lot, 240 Town Hall Drive
The Morrisville Police Department 
will have the K-9 Unit on hand for 
demonstrations as well as Child ID Kits 
to those who are interested. 

Fire Department Open House
10am-2pm, Fire Station 1, 200 Town Hall 
Drive
Join Sparky the Fire Dog for a tour of the 
new station and the kids can go through 
the fire safety house.  Members of the 
CERT Team, Morrisville Fire Department 
Explorers and the Morrisville Fire 
Department Volunteer Firefighters will 
also be on hand to provide information 
about their organizations.  They’ll also 
be serving free food!

2nd Annual Green Day Event

Mark your calendar!  There’s a 
McCrimmon Transit Small Area 

Plan Meeting on April 3 at 6:30 pm 
at Town Hall.  Visit www.townofmor-

risville.org/twoplansandacode for 
more information!
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District 2 Town Hall Meeting
The members of the Morrisville Town Council will be holding 
Town Hall style meetings, starting with District 2, led by 
Council Member Steve Diehl on Thursday, March 1 from 6:30 
pm – 7:30 pm at Town Hall.

The hour-long meeting will consist of a 15-20 minute 
presentation, 20-25 minutes for a question and answer 
session with the audience, and 20 minutes to address 
any additional topics and conclude the meeting.  Council 
Member Diehl plans to speak about what citizens want in 
Morrisville, in response to the recent Capital Improvements 
Project Survey sent to Morrisville’s Citizen Survey panel.  He 
is also looking for additional feedback on what is of interest 
to citizens as the Town Council approaches their Budget 

Work Session on March 6.

The meetings will be held monthly, and the schedule is as 
follows:
District 3 (Mayor Pro Tem Liz Johnson): April 5
District 4 (Council Member Margaret Broadwell): May 3
At Large (Council Member Steve Rao): June 7
At Large (Council Member Mark Stohlman): August 2
District 1 (Council Member Michael Schlink): September 6

All are welcome to attend the meeting, regardless of 
individual elected officials’ district.  Please contact Public 
Information Officer Stephanie Smith at 919.463.6207 or 
ssmith@townofmorrisville.org for additional information.

Budget Portal Open
Each February, the Budget Portal opens to receive preliminary 
feedback from the public about the coming budget year.  
We ask the question:  What are your expectations for Fiscal 
Year 2013 Annual Operating Budget development in putting 
your tax dollars to work for the community?  

All comments are forwarded to the Council as they begin 
the early stages of discussing the budget. Submit your 

comments at www.townofmorrisville.org/portal.

Budget Process
The Budget is created during a year-long, cyclical process, 
which runs along Morrisville’s fiscal year, July-June.  It is the 
Town’s goal to provide as much information as possible, in 
as many ways as necessary, to help make the residents of 
Morrisville aware of how their tax dollars are being spent. 
Stay tuned for more public information opportunities.

Public Input Opportunities Begin for 2013 Budget

Fire Station 1 Ribbon Cutting
The Ribbon Cutting ceremony for Morrisville’s Fire Station 1, 
located at 200 Town Hall Drive, will be held on Wednesday, 
March 14 at 10 am.  Station tours will be conducted 
beginning at 9:30 am and will continue immediately after 
the conclusion of the ceremony.  Light refreshments will 
be served.  Construction on the new fire station began in 
September of 2010.  The facility is 13,000 square feet and 
includes a three bay design.  

The Easter Egg Hunt will be held on Friday, April 6 at 10 am 
at Cedar Fork District Park.  The children will be divided by 
age, and there will be different sections of the Easter Egg 
Hunt for each age group.  Golden eggs will be hidden in 
each section.  The lucky children to find the golden eggs will 
receive a special prize.  This event is free, and is intended for 
children ages 3-10.  In case of inclement weather, call our 
weather hotline at 919.463.6215 for more information.

Easter Egg Hunt

To date, more than 50 of your neighbors are prepared to 
respond in a natural or man-made disaster event.  How?  
They joined Morrisville’s CERT program and received FREE 
training in emergency response!

What is CERT?
The Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Program 
educates people about disaster preparedness for hazards 
that may impact their area and trains them in basic disaster 
response skills, such as fire safety, light search and rescue, 
team organization, and disaster medical operations.  Using 
the training learned in the classroom and during exercises, 
CERT members can assist others in their neighborhood or 
workplace following an event when professional responders 
are not immediately available to help. 

CERT members also are encouraged to support emergency 
response agencies by taking a more active role in emergency 
preparedness projects in their community.

Who Can Join?
Eligible citizens are defined as anyone who lives or works 
in Morrisville or the surrounding area, who is 18 years old 
or older, or 16-17 with a signed parental permission form.   
Background check is performed for every CERT applicant.

Clear your schedule now for the upcoming training which  
will be held Mondays at 6:00 pm from April 2 - June 2.

For more information about Morrisville’s CERT program, email 
secretary@morrisville-cert.org

Get Prepared with CERT
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A core element of the Town of Morrisville’s National Pollution 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Phase II Permit and 
the Jordan Lake Nutrient Management Strategy (commonly 
known as the “Jordan Rules) is to provide “Public Education 
& Outreach” as part of the Town’s Stormwater Management 
Program.  Fertilizers are among the many common stormwater 
pollutants that can degrade water quality.  Stormwater runoff 
from yard maintenance has been found to contain high 
concentrations of fertilizers which contain nutrients such as 
phosphorus and nitrogen.  While these nutrients help our lawns 
and landscape areas thrive, they also fertilize aquatic algae 
blooms and promote bacterial growth in our surface waters 
(streams, rivers, ponds, lakes, etc.) which can degrade water 
quality.  The purpose of this Best Management Practice (BMP) 
is to reduce fertilizer runoff to storm drains and waterways.

Things to consider when you use fertilizer:
Before:
• Consider plant selection to reduce the need for fertilizers.
• Perform a soil analysis seasonally to determine actual 

fertilization need and application rates.  Soil tests are free 
from the North Carolina Department of Agriculture.  For 
more information on soil testing visit: http://www.ncagr.
gov/agronomi/sthome.htm. 

• Buy fertilizers formulated for the plants you want to fertilize.  
When selecting fertilizer, look at the three numbers on the 
bag (nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium).  Excess nitrogen 
and phosphorous can pollute water.

• Select slow-release fertilizers.  They are kinder to the 
environment and usually more cost-effective.

• Do not apply fertilizer prior to a rain event.  Too much 
water will wash away the chemicals.  These could end up in 
a nearby river, lake or spring.

During:
• Be sure to read and follow fertilizer application instructions 

carefully. Only apply the MINIMUM amount needed.
• Water the lawn with about 1/4-inch to 1/2-inch of water 

after a fertilizer application. This helps move the fertilizer 
into the soil and reduces the potential of being lost in 
stormwater runoff. 

• Consider using a drop spreader for better control instead of 
a rotary spreader, which projects particles over a distance 
with less accuracy. Make sure the fertilizer spreader is 
calibrated and follow manufacturer’s instructions.

• If you spill fertilizers, sweep them up, do not hose or sweep 
them into the streets and storm drains. 

• If hiring a fertilizer service provider, verify that the 
applicator is licensed.  Contractors applying fertilizer in 
the Jordan Lake watershed are required to be certified for 
applications in commercial settings, but the training they 
receive can be applied to residential applications as well.

After:
• Do not remove labels from fertilizers.
• Store fertilizer in a waterproof container off the ground, 

inside a shed cabinet where it is protected from rainfall.
• Never dispose of leftover fertilizers anywhere but a local 

collection point. Visit www.earth911.com to find a location.
• Apply additional direct chemical fertilizer only as needed, 

when plants can best use it, and when the potential for it 
being carried away by runoff is low. 

Protecting North Carolina’s water quality starts with you.  When 
you and your family incorporate BMPs such as the one listed in 
this newsletter you can help improve the health of your water 
and improve the condition of local streams, rivers, and lakes, as 
well as those downstream of you.  Remember to share these 
habits with your neighbors! Contact the Town of Morrisville 
Engineering Department at 919.463.6193, stormwater@
townofmorrisville.org  or visit www.NCcleanwater.org for more 
tips on how you can help protect North Carolina’s water!

Stormwater Matters: Water Quality Starts With You!

Over the last year or so the Morrisville Fire Department 
has responded to at least three incidents where fires were 
generated by mulch coming in contact with landscape 
lighting. In all three cases the landscape lights were low 
voltage; and electric being the cause of ignition is possible 
but not likely. Most landscape lights are either LED or 
Halogen. Halogen lights produce a lot of heat  and when 
mulch is allowed to accumulate on the surface of the bulb 
or around the bulb, the fixture becomes insulated and heat 
builds up. When this heat builds up  too much within the 
mulch a fire will result. Well or in ground type lights tend 
to be more problematic than above grade, type fixtures. 
The initial ignition of mulch can be subtle and smolder or 
burn for long periods of time unnoticed. Mulch fires can 
extend to the bushes or shrubs around the house and then 
extend to combustible building materials, possibly causing 
extensive damage to the structure.  Check the installation 
instructions for any bulbs you install, as typically they will 

provide warnings regarding the hazards of fire.

Here are some safety tips that may help prevent mulch fires 
that could potentially damage your home:
• Be aware of the potential problem.
• Keep combustible materials away from landscape 

lighting.
• Consider LED lights as they generate less heat.
• Maintain a mulch free area 18 inches from any 

combustible building materials, especially vinyl siding 
or decks. 

• Consider placing pea gravel directly around the light 
fixture. 

• Do not allow excessive mulch to build up in plant beds.
• Be sure to follow manufacturers’ installation, 

recommendations and warnings. 
• Consider protective covers that prevent combustible 

materials from covering the fixture.

Safety First: Landscaping Lights
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Solid Waste Collection:  Trash and recycling are collected weekly on Mondays (red route), Tuesdays (blue route), Thursdays (green 
route), and Fridays (yellow route).   Yard Waste is collected on Wednesdays, twice each month for each route (see the calendar above).  

Follow us! Twitter
www.townofmorrisville.org/

twitter

Facebook
www.townofmorrisville.org/

facebook

YouTube
www.townofmorrisville.org/

youtube

Tuesday, April 3
• Two Plans and a Code: 

McCrimmon Transit Small 
Area Plan Mtg, 6:30 pm

Wednesday, April 4
• MERC, 6:30 pm
• Yard Waste - Green and 

Yellow

Thursday, April 5
• District 3 Town Hall Mtg, 

6:30 pm

Tuesday,  April 10
• Town Council Mtg, 6:30 

pm

Wednesday, April 11
• Yard Waste - Red and 

Blue

Thursday, April 12
• Planning and Zoning 

Board Mtg, 6:30 pm

Friday, April 13
• Civil War Trails Marker 

Ribbon Cutting 
Ceremony, 6:00 pm

Saturday, April 14
• Spring Litter Sweep, 9 am

Wednesday, April 18
• Yard Waste - Green and 

Yellow

Tuesday, April 24
• Town Council Mtg, 6:30 

pm

Wednesday, April 25
• Budget Performance 

Panel, 5:30 pm
• Community Appearance 

Committee, 6:15 pm
• Parks & Rec Advisory 

Committee Mtg, 6:30 pm
• Yard Waste - Red and 

Blue

Saturday, April 28
• Green Day, 10:00 am

Thursday, March 1
• District 2 Town Hall 

Meeting 6:30 pm 

Tuesday, March 6
• Town Council Budget 

Work Session, 6:30 pm
• Public Safety Advisory 

Committee, 6:00 pm

Wednesday, March 7
• MERC, 6:30 pm
• Yard Waste - Green and 

Yellow

Thursday, March 8
• Planning and Zoning 

Board Meeting, 6:30 pm
• Senior Advisory 

Committee Meeting, 6:30 
pm

Tuesday, March 13
• Town Council Meeting, 

6:30 pm

Wednesday, March 14
• Yard Waste - Red and 

Blue

Wednesday, March 21
• Yard Waste - Green and 

Yellow

Tuesday, March 27
• Town Council Meeting, 

6:30 pm

Wednesday, March 28
• Community Appearance 

Committee, 6:15 pm
• Parks & Rec Advisory 

Committee Meeting, 6:30 
pm

• Yard Waste - Red and 
Blue
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